
RCC Nursing Program Selection Points for 2017 
 

Eligible applicants will be assessed according to the following point system (for all applicable courses 
completed by the end of fall term 2016 with transcripts submitted by February 15, 2017): 
 
Phase I Points: 

1. Prerequisite GPA:  A maximum of 40 points will be awarded.  The applicant must provide official 
transcript(s) from all previously attended regionally accredited colleges or universities and must 
have a minimum of 30-quarter credits of prerequisites completed before the February 15 
application deadline to be considered eligible.  All transcripted courses identified on the nursing 
graduation guide as prerequisites/preparatory courses will be calculated in the GPA for 
assignment of points in the selection/admission process.  GPA points will be assigned using a 
linear equation (24xGPA–56=points).  NOTE: Starting with 2017 application deadline, if 
Microbiology (BI234) is completed prior to Feb. 15 application deadline it will be included in 
prereq GPA calculation. 

 
2. Completion of Anatomy and Physiology:  If the entire A&P sequence (I, II, and III) is 

completed by the end of fall term with Cs or better, 5 points will be awarded. If only two of the 
three A&P courses have been completed with a C or better by the end of fall term, 3 points will be 
awarded. 

 
3. Prior Degree: Applicants who provide official transcripts as proof of a prior degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university will be awarded points as follows: Associate or higher 
degree = 1 point. 

 
4. Completion of prerequisites:  5 points will be awarded if all prerequisite/preparatory courses 

have been completed and an official transcript is submitted by the February 15 application 
deadline. 3 points will be awarded if an applicant has not completed all prerequisites but has 
completed 36 prerequisite credits before the February 15 deadline. 

 
5. Local Criteria Points:  

The RCC nursing program will award up to 9 local criteria points to applicants who meet the 
following criteria by February 15, 2017:   

 Resident of Josephine or Jackson county (proof of residency may be required) = 1 point;  

 no evidence of having repeated any of the prerequisite A&P courses (unless a repeat 
was required because of an RCC Nursing Program time limit) = 4 points, note that any 
transcript showing a W, an R, or an AU for any of the anatomy and physiology courses 
will be considered as repeating anatomy and physiology, unless the course was 
started/taken greater than 7 years ago;  

 completion of all or portion of in-program elective credits (at C or above) as follows:  
 12 credits = 1 point,  
 13+ credits = 2 points,  

 military veteran (with proof of honorable discharge) = 2 points;  
 

Phase 2 Points: 
6. Proctored Essay:  Per the application and admission process information, the top 85 applicants 

will be asked to participate in a proctored essay.  Up to 30 points will be awarded for a proctored 
essay based on OCNE shared criteria.  The essay questions will not be based on any specific 
prerequisites or other courses, but will address general factors such as personal values, diversity, 
communication and critical thinking skills, motivational fitness, tolerance for stress, and 
transferable skills.  The proctored essay session will occur in Coates Hall on RCC’s Redwood 
Campus, Grants Pass, Oregon. All applicants should hold the possible essay session dates 
(probable dates of April 7 and 8 OR April 14 and 15, 2017) open although invitations to the 
proctored essay session cannot be mailed until the phase I selection process is completed at the 
end of March. RCC and OCNE reserve the right to change or update the areas to be assessed as 

http://www.roguecc.edu/Programs/prog.aspx?alias=AAS+Nursing
http://www.roguecc.edu/Programs/prog.aspx?alias=AAS+Nursing


necessary.  Consortium members have agreed that the applicant’s scores on the proctored essay 
will not be released to the applicant. 
 
& HSRT: The top 85 applicants will also participate in a proctored administration (using 
computers) of the Health Sciences Reasoning Test, an assessment of critical thinking by Insight 
Assessment. Additional information (including suggested resources) will be sent to students who 
rank in the top 85.  Up to 10 local criteria points will be awarded for the applicant’s overall HSRT 
score. The HSRT score describes overall strength in using reasoning to form reflective judgments 
about what to believe or what to do. Nursing students and RNs must be able to demonstrate 
sustained, focused and integrated application of core reasoning skills including analysis, 
interpretation, inference, evaluation, explanation, induction and deduction. The point spread for 
the HSRT scores will not be published and applicants will not see their scores. 

 
Tie Breakers:  In the event that two or more applicant scores cluster at the acceptance cut-off point, RCC 
will use tie breakers in the following order:  In- district students, Pre-requisite GPA, Essay score, HSRT 
score, Math grade. 

 
Information About Past Selection Process and Points  
Applicant pools vary from year to year, but students often ask about GPA ranges and points for students 
who are accepted into the program.  In 2016, 180 students applied to the RCC Nursing Program, with 169 
meeting at least the minimum requirements and considered qualified.  Of the top 85—those who went to 
the Phase 2 essay/assessment session—the GPA range was 3.40-4.0 (the average of the prereq GPAs 
was 3.87).  After Phase 2 is completed, 32 accepted students and 30 alternates are identified from the 
top 85 students.  
 


